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Commodities provide a lens through which local and 
global histories can be understood and written. The 
study of commodity history follows these goods as 
they make their way from land and water through 
processing and trade to eventual consumption. 

It is a fast-developing field with collaborative, 
comparative, and interdisciplinary research, and with 
new information technologies becoming increasingly 
important.

Features
• Highlights established and emerging 

historiographical and methodological 
approaches

• Contents organized thematically, featuring a 
global spread of historical case studies and 
examples

• Contributions from an international roster of 
historians, whose specialties range from early 
modern to contemporary times

The Oxford Handbook 
of Commodity History
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